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Mountains, which to your Maker’s view 
Seem lefs than molehills do to you. Rofcommon. 

btrangc ignorance ! that the fame man who knows 
How far yond’ mount above this molehill fhows, 

Should not perceive a difference as great 

Between fmall incomes and a vaft eftatc ! Dry den's Juv. 

To Mole'st. v. a. [ molejler , Fr. molejlus, Lat. j To difturb • 
to trouble ; to vex. 

If they will firmly perfift concerning points which hitherto 
have been difputed of, they muft agree that they have mole/l- 
ed the church with needlefs oppofition. Hroker, h. iii 

No man fhall meddle with them, or moleft them ’in any 

ma ^ er ' ... 1 Mac. x. 35. 

rleafure and pain fignify whatfoever delights or molejls us. 

Locke. 

Both are doom’d to death ; 

And the dead wake not to molcjl the living. Rowe. 

Molesta'tion. n.f [moleflia, Latin, from molejl.] Diftur- 
bance ; uneafinefs caufed by vexation. 

Though ufelefs unto us, and rather of molejlation, we re¬ 
frain from killing fwallows. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

An internal fatisfaClion and acquiefcience, or diffatisfaClion 
and molejlation of fpirit, attend the practice of virtue and vice 
refpeclively. Norris’s Mifcel. 

Mole'ster. n.f. [from moleJl.~\ One who difturbs. 

Mo letrack. ii. f. [mole and track .J Courfe of the mole un- 
dcr-ground. 

The pot-trap is a deep earthen vcflel fet in the ground, 
with the brim even with the bottom of the moletracks. Mart. 

Mo'iewarp. n. f. [mole and peoppan, Saxon.J A mole. 

The molewarp's brains mixt therewith all, 

And with the fame the pifmire’s gall. Drayton's Nymphid. 

Mo'llient. ad). [ molliens , Latin. 1 Softening. 

Mo'llifiable. adj. [from mollify .J That may be foftened. 

Mollifica'tion. n.f. [from mollify.] 

1. The a& of mollifying or foftenuig. 

For induration or mollification, it is to be inquired what 
will make metals harder and harder, and what will make 
them fofter and fofter. Bacon. 

2. Pacification; mitigation. 

Some mollification , fweet lady. Shaktfpeare. 

Mo’llifier. n.f. [from mollify.] 

1. That which foftens; that which appeafes. 

The root hath a tender, dainty heat; when, when it 
cometh above ground to the fun and air, vanifheth ; for it is 
a great mollifier. Bacon s Nat. Hifl. N°. 863. 

2. He that pacifies or mitigates. 

To Mo'll iky. v. a. [mollioy Latin; mollir , Fr.] 

1. Tofoften; to make foft. 

2. To aflwagp. 

Neither herb, nor mollifying plaifter, reftored them to 
health. TVifd. xvi. 12. 

Sores have not been clofed, neither bound up, neither mol¬ 
lified with ointment. Ifa. i. 6. 

3. To appeafe; to pacify ; to quiet. 

Thinking her filent imaginations began to work upon fome- 
what, to mollify them, as the nature of mufick is to do, 
I took up my harp. Sidney , b. ii. 

He brought them to thefe favage parts. 

And with Iweet fcience mollify'd their ftubborn hearts. 

Fairy Pjhteen, b. ii. 

The crone, on the wedding-night, finding the knight’s 
averfion, fpcaks a good word for hcrfelf, in hope to mollify 
the fullen bridegroom. Dry den. 

4. To qualify; to leflen any thing harfh or burdenfome. 

They would, by yielding to fome things, when they rc- 
fufed others, fooner prevail with the houfes to mollify their 
demands, than at firft to reform them. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Cowley thus paints Goliah : 

The valley, now, this monfter feem’d to fill, 

And we, methought, look’d up to him from our hill; 
where the two words, feem’d and methought, have mollified 
the figure. Drydcn’s Pref. to his State of Innocence. 

Mo'lten. part. palT. from melt. 

Brafs is molten out of the ftone. job xxviii. 2. 

In a fmall furnace made of a temperate heat; let the heat 
be fuch as may keep the metal molten , and no more. Bacon. 

Love’s myftick form the artizans of Greece 
In wounded ftone, or molten gold exprefs. Prior. 

Mo'ly. n.f. [ moly , Latin; moly , French.] 

The molly hath pinnated leaves, like thofe of the lentifeus, 
but are terminated by an odd lobe : the flower expands in the 
form of a rofe, and the fruit refembles a grain of pepper. 

Miller. 

Moly , or wild garlick, is of fcveral forts; as the great 
moly of Homer, the Indian moly, the moly of Hungary, fer- 
pent’s moly, the yellow moly, Spanifli purple moly, Spanifh 
filver-cappcd moly, Diofcorides’s moly , the fweet moly of Mont¬ 
pelier : the roots are tender, and muft be carefully defended 
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from frofts: as for the time of their flowering, the mch 
Homer flowers in May, and continues till July, and fo Z 
=11 <h. re# except.he l«, which it la* in ** 

are hardy, and will thrive in any foil. Mortimer's Hull 
the fovereign plant he drew, J ' 

And fliew’d its nature, and its wondrous pow’r, 

Black was the root, but milky white the flow’r • 

Molly the name. Pope's OdyfTey 

Molosses. )n.fi [mellazzo, Italian.] Treacle; thefpunX 

Mola sses. J feum of the juice of the fugar-cane. 

Mome. n.f. A dull, ftupid blockhead, a ftock, a poft: this 
owes its original to the French word momon, which fionifi# t 
the gaming at dice in mafqucradc, the cuftom and rule of 
which is, that a Uriel filence is to be obferved; whatfoever 
fum one ftakes another covers, but not a word is to be 
fpoken ; from hence alfo comes our word mum for filence. 

Mome , malthorfe, capon, coxcomb, idiot, patch! 
Either get thee from the door, or lit down at the hatch. 

Shakefpeare’s Comedy of Errours. 

MOMENT, n.f. [ moment, Fr. momentum, Latin.] 

1. Confequence; importance; weight; value. 

We do not find that our Saviour reproved them of error 
for thinking the judgment of the fcribes to be worth the ob¬ 
jecting, for efteeming it to be of any moment or value in mat¬ 
ters concerning God. Hooker, b. ii. 

I have leen her die twenty times upon far poorer moment. 

Shakefpeare’s Antony and Cleopatra. 

What towns of any moment but we have 1 Shakefx. 
It is an abftrufc fpeculation, but alfo of far lefs moment and 
confequence to us than the others; feeing that without this 
we can evince the exiftence of God. Bentley's Sermons. 

2. Force; impulfivc weight; actuating power. 

The place of publick prayer is a circumftancc in the out¬ 
ward form, which hath moment to help devotion. Hooker. 

Can thefe or fuch be any aid to us ? 

Look they as they were built to fhake the world ? 

Or be a moment to our enterprize ? Benj. Johnfon. 

Touch with lighteft moment of impulfe 
His free-will, to her own inclining left 
I11 even feale. Milton's Par. Lofi, b. x. 

He is a capable judge ; can hear both Tides with an indif¬ 
ferent car; is determined only by the moments of truth, anJ 
fo rctraCts his paft errors. Norris’s Mifcel. 

3. An indivifible particle of time. 

If I would go to hell for an eternal moment, or fo, I could 
be knighted. Shakefp. Merry lFives of IVmdfir, 

The flighty purpofe never is o’ertook, 

Unlefs the deed go with it: from this moment 
The very firftlings of my heart lhall be 
The firftlings of my hand. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

The imaginary reasoning of brutes is not a diftinCt reafon- 
ing, but performed in a phyfical moment. Hale. 

Yet thus receiving and returning blils 
In this great moment, in this golden now, 

When ev’ry trace of what, or when, or how, 

Shou’d from my foul by raging love be torn. Prior. 

Mome'ntally, adv. [from momentum, Latin.] For a mo¬ 
ment. 

Air but momentally remaining in our bodies, hath no pro¬ 
portionable fpace for its converiion, only of length enough to 
refrigerate the heart. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii. 

Momenta'neous. )adj. [ momentanee, Fr. momentaneus, Lat.] 

Mo'mentany. ) Lafting but a moment. 

Small difficulties, when exceeding great good is fure to en- 
fue; and, on the other fide, momentary benefits, when the 
hurt which they draw after them is unlpeakable, are not at 
all to be refpectcd. ' Hooker, b. i. 

Flame above is durable and confident; but with us it is a 
ftranger and momentany. Bacon s Nat. Hifl. N°. 31. 

Mo'mentary. adj. [from moment.] Lafting for a moment; 
done in a moment. 

Momentary as a found, 

Swift as a fhadow, Ihort as any dream. Shakefpease. 

Scarce could the fhady king 
The horrid fum of his intentions tell, 

But Ihe, fwift as the momentany wing 
Of light’ning, or the words he fpoke, left hell. Crajhmu. 

Swift as thought the flitting lhade 
Through air his momentary journey made. Dr) • 


adj. [fre 
weighty; of confequence. 

Great Anne, weighing th’events of war pu'lits. 

Momentous, in her prudent heart thee chofe. 'f ’ 

If any falfc ftep be made in the more momentous' con<» 
of life, the whole fcheme of ambitious defigns is bro cn. 

Mo'MMHRV- 
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Mo'mmery. n.f. [or mummery , from mummer, mimerte, Fr.] 
An entertainment in which malkers play frolicks. Sec Mome. 
All was jollity, 

Feafting and mirth, light wantonnefs and laughter, 

Piping and playing, minftrelly and malking, 

Till life fled from us like an idle dream, 

A (hew of mommery without a meaning. -Reive. 

Monachal, adj. [monacal, Fr. monaebahs, Lat. 

Monaftick; relating to monks, or conventual orders. 
Mo'nachism. n.f. [monachifme, Fr.J The ftate of monks; 
the monaftick life. 

^Io'nad. \ Hm r [uov«f.] An indivifible thing.] 

Mo'nade. ) J J 

Difunity is the natural property of matter, which of itfelf 
is nothing elfe but an infinite congeries of phyfical monads. 

More's Divine Dialogues. 
MONARCH, n.f. [ monarch, Fr. povtxpxo f.] 

1. A governor invefted with abfolute authority; a king. 

I was 

A morfel for a monarch. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Your brother kings and monarchs of the earth 
Do all expect that you lhould roufe yourfelf. Shakefpcare. 
The father of a family or nation, that ufes his fervants like 
children, and advifes with them in what concerns the com¬ 
monweal, and thereby is willingly obeyed by them, is what 
the fchools mean by a monarch. Temple’s Mifcel. 

2. One fuperior to the reft of the fame kind. 

The monaicb oak, the patriarch of the trees. 

Three centuries he grows, and three he ftays 

Supreme in ftate, and in three more decays. Dryden. 

With eafe diftinguilh’d is the regal race. 

One monarch wears an open, honeft face ; 

Shap’d to his fizc, and godlike to behold. 

His royal body fliines with fpecks of gold. Dryden's Virg. 

Return’d with dire rcmorfelcfs fway. 

The monarch favage rends the trembling prey. Pope's Odyf. 

3. Prcfidcnt. 

Come, thou monarch of the vine, 

Plumpy Bacchus, with pink eyne. 

In thy vats-our cares be drown’d. Shakefp. Ant. andCleop. 
Mona'rchal. adj. [from monarch.] Suiting a monarch; re¬ 
gal ; princely; imperial. 

Satan, whom now tranfeendent glory rais’d 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 

Confcious of higheft worth, unmov’d thus fpakc. Milton. 
Monarchical, adj. [menarchique, Fr. p.ovupxo'-oe, from mo¬ 
narch.] Veiled in a fmgle ruler. 

That ftorks will only live in free ftates, is a pretty con¬ 
ceit to advance the Opinion of popular policies, and from an¬ 
tipathies in nature to difparage monarchical government. 

Brown s Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 
The decretals rcfolve all into a monarchical power at Rome. 

. Baker's Reflections on Learning. 

To Mo'narchise. v . n . [from monarch .] To play the king. 
Allowing him a breath, a little feene 
To monarchize, be fear’d, and kill with looks. Shakefp. 
Mo'narchy. n.f. [monarchic , Fr. ftovapj^t'a.] 

1. The government of a fingle perfon. 

W’hile the monarchy flourilhed, thefe wanted not a protec- 

At ter busy's Sermons. 

2. Kingdom; empire. 

I paft 

Unto the kingdom of perpetual night. 

*1 he firft that there did greet my ftranger foul. 

Was my great father-in-law, renowned Warwick, 

Who cried aloud. What fcourge for perjury 
Can this dark monarchy afford falfe Clarence. Shakcfpeare. 
This fmall inheritance 

Contenteth me, and’s worth a monarchy. Shake [tearc 

Monastery, n.f. [monaflere, Fr. monafterh ' ' " 
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Monday, n. f. [from moon mid day,] "The fccond day of the 

Mo'ney. n.f [mohnoye, French; moneta, Latin. It has pro¬ 
perly no plural except when money is taken for a fingle piece; 
but monies was formerly ufed for fuftis. J Metal coined for 
the purpofes of commerce. 

Importune him for monies ; be not ceaft 

With flight denial. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

The jealous wittolly knave hath maffes of tnohey. Shakefp. 

You need my help, and you fay, 

Shylock, we would have monies. Shakcfpeare. 

I will give thee the worth of it in money. l Kings xxi. 2. 

Wives the readieft helps 

To betrav heady hufbands, rob the eafy, 

And lend the monies on return of luft. Benj. Johnfon. 

Money differs from uncoined filver, in that the quantity of 
filver in each piece of money is afeertained by the ftamp it 
bears, which is a publick voucher. Locke. 

My difeourfe to the hen-peck’d has produced many corrc- 
fpondents ; fuch a difcourlc is of general ufe, and every mar¬ 
ried man’s money. Addi on's Spelt. N°482. 

People are not obliged to receive any riidnies, except of 
their own coinage by a publick mint. Swift. 

Thofe huckfterers or money jobbers will be found ncceffary, 
if this brafs money is made current in the exchequer. Swift. 

Mo'neybac. n.f. [money mi bag.] A large purfe. 

Look to nry houfe; I am right loth to go ; 

There is fome ill a brewing towards my reft, 

For I did dream of moneybags to-night. Shakcfpeare. 

My place was taken up by an ill-bred puppy, with a mo¬ 
neybag under each arm. Addi fan's Guard. N°. 106. 

Mo'neybox. n.f. [money 2nd box.] A till. 

MoReychanger. «. f. [money and change.] A broker in 
money. 

The uferers or moneychangers being a fcandalous employment 
at Rome, is a rcafon for the high rate of intereft. Arbuthnot. 

Mo'Neyed. adj. [from money.] Rich in money: often ufed in 
oppofition to thofe who are poffcffed of lands. 

Invite moneyed men to lend to the merchants, for the con¬ 
tinuing and quickening of trade. Bacon's EJJays. 

If exportation will not balance importation, away muft 
your filver go again, whether moneyed or not moneyed ; for 
where goods do not, filver muft pay for the commodities you 
f P e t nd - Locke. 

Several turned their money into thofe funds, merchants as 
well as other moneyed men. Swift. 

With thefe meafures fell in all monied men ; fuch as had 
raifed vaft fums by trading with ftocks and funds; and lend¬ 
ing upon great intereft. Swift. 

Mo'neyer. n.f. [monnoyet-eur, Fr. from moriey.] 

1. One that deals in money; a banker. 

2. A coiner of money. 

Mo'neyless. adj. [from money.] Wanting money; pennilcfs. 

7 he llr ° n S expectation of a good certain falary will out¬ 
weigh the lofs by bad rents received out 6 f lands in money/efs 
timc ‘ Sw’t't 

Mo'neymatter. n.f [money and matter.] Account of debtor 
and creditor. 

What if you and I Nick fhould enquire how money-matters 
Itand between us ? Arbuthnot's Hifl. of John Bill 

Mo neyscrivener. n.f [money zndfirivener.] One Who raifes 
money for others. 

Suppofe a young unexperienced man in the hands of money- 
Jcriveners \ fuch fellows are like your wire-drawing mills, if 
they get hold of a man’s finger, they will pull in his whole 

body at laft. Arbuthnot’s Hifl. of John Bull 

Mo'nevwort. n.f. A plant. y jo/m tsu.t. 

M °.? EYS * 0 *™- *;/ and Worth.] Something value- 

able , fomething that will bring money. 

fi JiTr iS C r ithcr T nc >: 0t mont yjworth in all the controver- 

“ 14 / th ‘ 

s “°* “ d *“**•«& 


c ... - ^ -naflerium, L at.] Houfe 

olireligious retirement; convent. It is ufually pronounced, 
and often writton, minafiry. 

Then courts of kings were held in high renown; 

There, virgins honourable vows receiv’d. 

But chafte as maids in monajlerics liv’d. Dryden 7 V” 

In a monaflery your devotions cannot carry you fofartoward SaX ° n ; ,? trad T rf * from ^5,an, 

* ’■’~ u — *-- oaxon, to trade.] A dealer; a feller. It is ufed after rhi 


- . . ----- / vvu id tar t 

the next world, as to make this lofe the fight of you Po*,e 
Mona STICK. } adj [monafhquc, Fr. monaflicus, Latin.l Rc- 
Mona'stical. J ligioufly reclufe; pertaining m a monk 
I drave my luitor to forlwear the full ftream of the world 

^The fir m a n0C * merel y rnonafliek. Shak. As you like it. 

The filic.ous and hairy veils of the ftriCtell orders of friers 
derive the mftitut.on of their monaftick life f rom the example 
Jo £" Ehas. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b v 

When young, you led a life monafiick, ’ J 

And wore a vaft ecclefiaftick; / 

Mnv » ° W * n y ° Ur ase >’ ou S row fallt ‘^ick. Denham \ 

I have a dozen years more to anfwer for all «,*,,„/?• ;; 

ui thb cnrnmy „f Ubc ^, „ d ddl8 / r ' 


27 . »»**'*£» “of “St toZfZ 

' y I 2 a fiJhmongcr ; and fometimes a medfer in any thine • 
as, a whoremonger ; a newfmonger. y S • 

Th’ impatient ftates monger 

Mo' N c 0 R U L n w C rT ln himfdf , no lon S cr - Hudibras, p. iii. 
moNCREL. adj. [as mongcorn, from manx Savor, o- y 

to mix, Dutch.] Of a mixed breed. 3 ’ ^ ’nengen, 

j c This zealot 

Is °F a mongrel, divers kind, 

Ucrick before, and lay behind 

1 nc malter s voice. n , . „ „ , ,, 

I’m but'a half-ftrain’d villain f Dm Stb ^- 

But mongrel mifehieveus. ; * 


Hudibras, p. i, 


Dryden. 

Bale. 
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